Diagnostic modalities in gynecologic and obstetric emergencies.
Gynecologic emergencies are an integral part of the practice of an emergency physician. In fact, the occurrence of one of these, ectopic pregnancy, has increased dramatically in recent years. Fortunately, the diagnostic modalities available to emergency physicians, particularly serologic pregnancy testing and ultrasonography, have kept pace by undergoing tremendous technologic improvements that allow more rapid and accurate diagnosis of these potential life threats. Armed with the still valuable procedure of culdocentesis as well, the emergency physician has never been in a better position to cope with the distressed gynecological patient.